Statement by Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs C.E. Del Re 

Mr. President, 

Italy aligns itself to the statement delivered by the European Union. 

I would like to stress Italy’s support to the Final Declaration we have adopted today. The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) is a strategic priority for us and a major building block of the multilateral disarmament and non-proliferation agenda. 

This Conference provides every two years a valuable opportunity to restate our commitment towards the ultimate goal of a peaceful and secure world, free of nuclear weapons, to which the entry into force of the CTBT would strongly contribute.    

Regrettably, more than twenty years after its opening for signature, the CTBT has not yet entered into force. It has, however, achieved two very important goals: it has paved the way for a moratoria on nuclear tests, which we call on States to maintain, and through its related organization, the CTBTO, it has created a highly effective global verification regime, whose invaluable role in quickly providing trustworthy and independent data has been repeatedly demonstrated in the latest years. But progress along the way requires that the current voluntary moratoria on nuclear test explosions be translated into a binding norm, through the entering into force of the CTBT. 

Mr. President, 

Italy has always been a staunch supporter of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. Let me reiterate the plea to all States that have not yet done so, and in particular to the remaining eight Annex-2 States, to sign and ratify the Treaty.  

In this spirit, we also encourage the DPRK to give concrete proof of its asserted willingness to denuclearize, by embarking in credible and meaningful negotiations towards a complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization, by returning to the Non-Proliferation Treaty and by signing and ratifying the CTBT.

At the same time, we call on the international community to keep supporting the completion of the CTBT verification regime even prior to the entry into force of the Treaty, so as to further improve its monitoring capacity and its ability to provide accurate data analysis.  We remain fully committed to the strengthening of the International Monitoring System (IMS), to which Italy contributes with a laboratory for the detection of radionuclides in Rome and a seismological station located near Catania in Sicily.
Mr. President, 

The current threats to global peace and security make it more pressing than ever to renew all efforts towards the universalization and ultimate entry into force of the CTBT. Our shared commitment is crucial to reach this goal. Each and every country has a role to play. Italy invites all partners to work closely together to build up political momentum, turn it into action and, eventually, into reality. 

Thank you, Mr. President.         
